No Kill Policy
Introduction
Elmbrook Humane Society (EBHS) is a No Kill organization.  EBHS has a policy in place to define what No Kill means for EBHS.  

The areas of this policy are listed below:

· Defining No Kill for EBHS
· Definition of adoptable animals

· Definition of unadoptable animals

· How the community can help

Defining No Kill for EBHS
For EBHS, No Kill means that a commitment is made to place all healthy, treatable, and manageable domestic animals.  Furthermore, EBHS will place at least 90% of all admitted domestic animals.  In achieving placement of at least 90% of all admitted domestic animals, some animals will not be able to be admitted when EBHS is asked for assistance.  EBHS will admit all animals (stray and surrender) from the municipalities in which we provide animal control services for.  

EBHS makes reasonable efforts to follow the guiding principles as defined by the No Kill Advocacy Center.  The guiding principles include:

· Maintaining good relationships with other animal welfare organizations including humane societies and rescue organizations that maintain their 501(C)(3) status or are governmental entities.

· Building and maintaining a volunteer network.
· Building and maintaining an appropriate foster home network.

· Working to provide trap, neuter, and return adhering to the municipal laws in place.  Where municipal law does not support, making reasonable, professional efforts to adjust the laws to allow or seeking options with other municipalities that do allow.

· Exhausting efforts to keep pets in their homes by providing resources and assistance.

· Maintaining a comprehensive adoption program that is supported by reasonable community outreach efforts and promotion.

· Maintaining great relationships with the community and encouraging the community to become involved to remain a No Kill organization.

· Providing reasonable medical and behavior rehabilitation as well as prevention through educational outreach.

· Offering low-cost spay and neuter programs to the community.

· Making a commitment to proactively achieve redemption of stray animals whenever possible.

· Employing a dedicated, compassionate Executive Director and staff team.

Definition of adoptable animals

EBHS defines a healthy, treatable, and manageable domestic animal as follows:

· Healthy – all animals that are 8 weeks or older that show no obvious signs of illness or disease.
· Treatable – all animals who are not healthy but who are likely to become healthy given proper medical, behavioral, or other care.

· Manageable - all animals who are not healthy and who are not likely to become healthy regardless of the care provided, but who would maintain a satisfactory quality of life given medical, behavioral or other care, including long-term/hospice care.  The term manageable does not include any animal that is determined to pose a significant risk to human health or safety or to the health or safety of other animals.
Definition of unadoptable animals
EBHS defines an unhealthy, untreatable, and/or unmanageable animal to possess one or both of the following conditions:

· A behavioral or temperamental characteristic(s) that poses a health or safety risk resulting in the animal not being suitable for placement.  Furthermore, the animal is not likely to become healthy or treatable even with reasonable medical assistance or behavior modification.
· Suffers from a disease, injury, congenital condition, or hereditary condition that is likely to or does adversely affect the animal’s health and is not likely to become healthy or treatable with reasonable medical care.

Animals that are unhealthy, untreatable, and unmanageable (unadoptable) are humanely euthanized.  

How the community can help
The community can help support EBHS’s No Kill commitment by:

· Spaying or neutering your companion animal.  Even if your companion animal is an indoor animal, accidents happen.  Or, offer financial help to your friends and family to spay or neuter their companion animals.

· Being proactive about addressing behavioral or other concerns that arise with your companion animal. Seek out help before the concern develops into something that is unmanageable or becomes too overwhelming or frustrating, ultimately leading to your surrendering or giving up your animal. We encourage you to call us first; we will do what we can to assist you either directly or provide resources that can help you. 

· Considering and promoting adoption as an option. If you or someone you know is considering adding a companion animal to a home, please consider adoption. According to the Humane Society of the United States, 6-8 million animals enter shelters each year. Although progress has been made with decreasing the euthanasia of animals, approximately 2.7 million animals are being euthanized annually because they are unadoptable or no known home is available.
· Doing your homework! Before you bring a new companion animal into your home, make sure you research the breed and its characteristics to ensure that the animal matches your lifestyle. Be realistic – for both your sake and the animal’s sake – bringing a companion animal home and then having to surrender it (or give it up) is emotionally hard on everyone involved.
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